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CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
1927-28
To the President of the University:
Sir : I herewith submit the annual report of the work and needs of the Univer
sity Library for the year 1927-28.
The library has been open for use to the University officers and students for
reference and home use and to all others for reference use 309 days during the year
from 8 a.m. till 10:30 p.m. during the teaching periods, and from 9 a.m. till 5 p.m.
during the vacation periods. The library was closed on New Year's day, Labor
day, Thanksgiving and Christmas days.
The service to readers in the main library continues fairly satisfactory although
the crowded condition of the stacks, causing books to be displaced or not kept in
place at all, results in having to report more often books that cannot be found,
and also increases the total number of books reported missing until found. This,
together with the fact that the number of library workers is limited by the working
space, results in the fact that a good many books that are ready for accessioning,
classifying, and cataloguing are still scattered about the stacks and tower await
ing the needed room and workers to care for them. This makes the library service
less satisfactory than it might be.
The opening of the library building on holidays such as July 4, when the regular
staff must be given the holiday, calls attention sharply to the wrong construction
of the present library building. Practically all libraries that open on holidays
with a necessarily restricted force are able to close to the public such parts of the
building as cannot be properly supervised. Our library building is so constructed
that once the doors are open the whole library is open, and users can go practically
every place that they may go on days when the full library staff is on duty.
The provision made for the care and preservation of the rare and valuable
books in the library is totally inadequate. The vault, so kindly contributed by
Mr. Andrew Carnegie, is crowded to the limit of its capacity. The lock presses
distributed about the stacks are far from complete protection. During every year
we have evidence that someone has forced entry into these groups and the locks
have had to be changed several times during the past few years for fear that
someone had been able to have keys made to fit them.
All through the stacks, on open shelves, are standing books that are either
already scarce or will become so in time, and for the service of the library in years
to come these should be segregated, but there is no place to shelf them. It should
be the duty of a custodian of rare books to go systematically over the shelves
year after year and take out the rare items and shelve them where they can be
used when needed but not accessible to those having no need for them. This
means that the library should have a rare book room open only under the closest
supervision. I know of no library where the rare books are so poorly protected as
in our library where there are so many almost priceless items.
ACCESSIONS DIVISION
The total number of volumes, maps, manuscripts, etc., as shown by the accom
panying table is 780,790. The additions to the general library number 10,807, of
which 5,102 were received by gift or exchange. The balance, by purchase, is a
small number when the amount expended for them is considered, and shows how
the price of books and periodicals has increased. The demand for larger annual
appropriations to the several subjects covered by the annual allowances is most
insistent because of this increased price, but no additions can be made from
the present income.
In addition to this general library increase, the special collections, within the
library, such as the Dante, Petrarch, and Wason Chinese collections, have added
some 1,700 volumes. From Mr. M. N. Crouse the library received 75 volumes on
the Fascista movement, which the donor generously bound for the library. Mr.
Charles Mason Remey, of Washington, D. C, gave the library 80 volumes of
architectural works and some 366 architectural photographs.
Among the more important additions made during the year are:
Geological Society of South Africa. Transactions. 1896-1927.
R. Accademia di Scienze Fisische. Napoli. Atti 1863-1927.
Archives historiques du Department de la Gironde. 1859-1920.
Paris Museum d'histoire naturelle. Annales. 1802-1920.
The Mask. 1-8. 1908-19.
Archives de zoologie experimentelle 1-11. 1872-83.
Archiv fiir die Geschichte der naturwissenschaften und der Technik 1-11.
1908-22.
Institut National Genevois. Bulletin. 1865-1919.
Belfast monthly magazine. 1-13. 1808-14.
Ireland. House of Commons. Journal. 1613-1794.
Naturwissenschaftlicher Verein, Hamburg. Verhandlungen 1875-1881. 1894-
1928.
The first installment of the British Headquarters maps and sketches, known
as the Clinton maps, copied by photostat from the originals in the William Cle
ments Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan, has reached the library. There are 72
maps and sketches received in exchange for photostat copies of the Washington
maps that came to Cornell with the Jared Sparks collection. Additional copies
of the Clinton maps may be expected as the demand for copies of theWashington
maps arises.
Appended is a list of donors for the year 1927-28.
BOOKS, BOUND PAMPHLETS, MAPS, MSS., ETC.
General Library, exclusive of the following 522,821
Anthon Collection, purchased 1868 6,770
Bopp Collection, purchased 1868 2,014
Sparks Collection, purchased 1872 5,717
White Historical Library, gift 1891 23,177
Zarncke Collection, gift 1883 13,000
British Patents, gift 1868 3,108
53,786
Fiske Dante Collection, gift 1893 9,674
Fiske Petrarch Collection, gift 1905 4,216
Fiske Icelandic Collection, gift 1905 17,829
Wason Collection, gift 191 8 11,53!
Volumes of C. U. Theses Deposited 8,046
Philological Seminary Collection 1,091
Philosophical Seminary Collection 954
German Seminary Collection 769
French Seminary Collection 24 ,
Latin Seminary Collection 325
American History Collection 616
55,075
Manuscripts 818 818
Maps in Cornell University Library 1 ,087
C. U. Plans deposited 200
U. S. Coast Survey Charts 950
U. S. Geological Survey Topog. sheets 3,505
U. S. Geological Survey Atlases 215
British Geological Survey Maps 600
6,557
Gen. Law Library, gifts and purchases 50,943
Moak Law Library, gift 1893 12,500
Flower Veterinary Library, gift 6,094
Barnes Hall Library, gift 2,879
Goldwin Smith Hall Library 3, 181
Van Cleef Memorial Library 2,427
Comstock Memorial Library 1,137
Kuichling Collection, gift 1919 2,137
Architectural College Library 1,607
Economic Laboratory Collection 340
Entomological Laboratory Collection . 2,403
Prudence Risley Hall Collection 841
Gray Memorial Library 543
Chemistry Library, Special 76
N. Y. S. College of Agriculture Library . 51,056
New York State Forest College Library 1,181
New York State Plant Pathology Collection 424
Physics Library . . 1 , 154
87,91!
780,790
PERIODICAL DIVISION
The crowded condition of the periodical room restricts the number of current
issues and bound volumes that can be placed on open shelves for ready reference.
The removal of the mathematical periodicals to the newly assembled group of
mathematics in White Hall has given a little additional space for some crowded
sections.
Periodicals currently received:
By subscription 1 ,275
By gift and exchange 1 , 123
Number of bound volumes on open shelves 3,578
Current periodicals on open shelves 732
Volumes of periodicals bound 3,388
The use of periodicals, both current and bound, is increasing rapidly. The
value of the new Union list of serials is evident in connection with the consultation
of periodicals, as it not only gives the run of those kept in the room but serves as a
catalogue of those kept in other parts of the library.
CLASSIFICATION AND SHELF DIVISION
The union of these divisions under one head, which took place at the beginning
of the present year, has proved advantageous. The close relation between the
books classified and the finding of space and caring for them on the shelves calls
for constant planning and supervision and the services of the former supervisor
of shelves, who was transferred to the classification work, has made it possible to
continue the difficult work of shelving books without the interruption that would
have come with a new supervisor. The pinch for room is naturally more acute
here than elsewhere because the books must be kept in order or the service to
readers cannot function. How much longer it is going to be possible to do this
it is difficult to say. Already some dislocations have become necessary and this
has had its effect on the service. Some 1200 presses have been moved during the
year and eight new presses have been added where no book presses were originally
planned for.
Number of volumes classified 1 1,438
Number of volumes reclassified 150
Number of volumes missing from shelves 755
Number of volumes found misplaced ... 600
CATALOGUE DIVISION
The work of the catalogue division has gone on in the usual manner. The
cataloguing has been brought more nearly up to date than in some time past, due
to the fact that more workers have been engaged in cataloguing. Besides the nor
mal accessions, some special groups from the accumulated materials have been
dealt with. TheWaltWhitman materials, and in part, theWordsworth collection
have been shelved. Lack of working space for more cataloguers prevents increas
ing the workers in this division which is necessary if much progress is to be made
on the accumulated materials received from the Loewy estate.
Number of volumes catalogued 14,663
Number of maps catalogued . . 160
Number of manuscripts catalogued ... 22
Number of titles added to catalogue 7,947
Number of written cards added 12,614
Number of printed cards added 10,773
Number of cards added to L. C. catalogue 30,288
Number of cards added to Harvard catalogue 3,200
READERS DIVISION
The readers division, which is so dependent on all the other divisions of the
library, in spite of the difficulties of placing and finding materials, shows an in
crease over the previous years in serving the users. As no record is kept of the
occasions when readers could not be supplied with what was wanted, it is not
possible to say what could have been done with better facilities for service.
There were 1,946 registered borrowers for home use of which 800 were students.
Eighty-nine other libraries also borrowed books for special work elsewhere and to
these libraries were sent 596 volumes. Cornell borrowed books that could not be
supplied from our library from 22 other libraries, a total of 169 volumes. This
practice of interlibrary loans is becoming more and more useful in library service,
and we are glad to be able to help other libraries in return for favors received,
although the libraries from which we borrow are not necessarily the same as those
to which we lend.
The recorded use made of the library is as follows :
Reading room use 123,855
Seminary rooms 5,524
Laboratory and department use 4,211
Home use 45,59
Foreign loans 596
Borrowed from other libraries 169
Besides this recorded use, books are placed about the library so that they may
be used frequently without application, and of this use no record is made. To
facilitate this, reserved groups of books are placed in the reading rooms, seminary
rooms, and elsewhere. In all, some 23,484 were thus reserved during the year,
some of which were allowed to go from the building over night and holidays,
others not at all.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Absence from the University of the curators of the Icelandic and Italian litera
ture collections prevents me from giving any specific statements regarding condi
tions and additions to these collections, other than the totals recorded in the
appended table. The Wason collection, dealing with China and the Chinese
throughout the world, has been under the supervision of the joint curator of the
White Historical collection and the Wason collection. The White collection is
not accessioned separately from the general library and therefore no separate
count is made of books added to history and allied subjects. Books are bought
for this group from Sage funds, Warfare of Science funds, and the special grants
made each year by the Trustees. To the Wason collection has been added 667
volumes making the total 11,531. The additions have been largely publications,
printed since the death of the donor, as very little was added for some time pend
ing the receipt of the income. Although all materials lacking could not be added, a
large part has been, and another year should bring the collection pretty well up to
date. Among the interesting titles added are:
Stein, Sir Surel. Serinda. 5 v. 1921.
Canton register, v. 5, 8-10. 1832. 1835-37.
Callery, J. M. Journal des operationes diplomatiques de la legation francaise
en chine. 1845.
Menioires concernant l'historie, les sciences, les arts. . . des chinois. 16 v.
1775-1814.
Academie des Inscriptiones et Belles Lettres. Paris. Memoirs concernant
l'Asie orientale. 3v. 1913-19.
DEPARTMENT LIBRARIES
The annual survey of the collections of books deposited from the general library
in other buildings calls for some consideration. In the first place their removal is
made necessary by the lack of shelving room in the main building. A building
with a capacity for one-half a million of volumes cannot be made to house three-
quarters of a million of volumes. But some features in connection with this
removal are not wholly satisfactory. As has been said before, the books thus
removed are not under the supervision of assistants responsible to the main
library, and the assistants are, generally speaking, untrained in library work and,
therefore, cannot be called upon to do the things necessary for the best use and
preservation of the books so removed.
The annual inventory of books in the outlying libraries reveals the fact that
too large a number of books are missing from these collections, either temporarily
out of place or permanently gone. Every used collection of books must expect a
small percent of this irregularity, but a lack of constant attendance and careful
supervision when issued for use sooner or later causes many books to disappear,
and their whereabouts become unknown.
The following is a rough list of the number of books recorded as missing from
the several groups outside the library:
21 Laboratory collections .... ....117
Architectural library . . 82
Chemistry 28
Civil Engineering library 75
Sibley College library 79
Electrical Engineering library . . 55
Entomological library . . . 42
Van Cleef Memorial library . . ... 8
Barnes Hall library 46
Flower Veterinary library ... 23
The libraries of the College of Agriculture and the Law School are under special
supervision and the missing books are not reported to the main library.
The foregoing brief summary of the present conditions of the University
Library is aimed to keep in mind the serious situation confronting this division
of the university work. The Cornell University Library is still the fourth largest
university library in the United States and stands preeminently as rich in special
materials that are attracting scholars. It seems, therefore, most unfortunate
that the provisions for maintaining and using this great collection should remain
so unsatisfactory.
Willard Austen,
Librarian.
APPENDIX
TO THE
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
1927-28
LIST OF DONORS TO THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Academia Nacional de Artes y Letres
Adelaide University Library
Adelmann, H. B., Ithaca
Allen, Miss A. M., Hamburg
Allen, R., Hornell
Allen, T. E., W. Roxbury, Mass.
Alpha Phi Quarterly
Alpha Xi Delta Fraternity
American Art Association, Inc.
American Artisan and Hardware Rec
ord
American Braille Press
American Contractor
American Council on Education
American Electric Railway Associa
tion
American Federationist
American Foreign Service Commission
American Fruit-Growers Magazine
American Hebrew
American Historical Society, Inc.
American Judicature Society
American Medicine
American Polish Chamber of Com
merce
American Red Cross
American Relief Administration
American Society for the Control of
Cancer
American Society of Civil Engineers
American Stone Trade
American Telephone and Telegraph
Company
AmericanWater Works Association
Amherst College Library
Andrews, W. J., Raleigh, N. C.
Archivo General de la Naci6n
Arctowski, H., Lwow, Poland
Armstrong, A. J., Waco, Texas
Arnao, J. A. P., Lima, Peru
Aschehoug and Company
Association of American Colleges
Association of American Medical Col
leges
Association of Life Insurance Presi
dents
Ataka, Y., Higashiku, Osaka, Japan
Australian Museum
Bailey, L. H., Ithaca
Bancroft, W. D., Ithaca
Barnes, F. A., Ithaca
Bartlett Orr Press
Becker, C. L., Ithaca
Better Fruit
Biblioteca Rub6n Darfo
Blanchard, C, Des Moines, Iowa
Boothroyd, S. L., Ithaca
Boston Health Department
Brooklyn Museum Quarterly
Brown University Library
Buffalo Journal of Commerce
Bull, Miss M. D., Ithaca
Burnham, S. H., Ithaca
California Agriculture Department
California State Mining Bureau
Canada Biological Board
Canada Labour Department
Canada Patent Office
Canadian Bank of Commerce
Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust
Carnegie Institute of Technology
Carnegie Institution ofWashington
Catlin, G. E. G., Ithaca
Central Fixation Publishing Company
Chase National Bank
Chicago Art Institute
Chicago Daily News
Chicago Pathological Society
Chicago Trust Company
China Inspectorate General of Cus
toms
Chinese Nationalist Daily
Christopher Publishing House
Churchman
Clarke, G. D., Bronxville
Cloud, J. W., London, England
Cohen, M., Paris, France
Colorado Fuel and Iron Company
Colorado University Library
Columns
Commercial Press
Commonweal
Comstock, Mrs. J. H., Ithaca
Constitutional Review
Cook, E. R., Chicago, 111.
Cooper, Lane, Ithaca
Cornell Alumni News
Cornell Annuals, Inc.
Cornell Civil Engineer
Cornell Countryman
Cornell Daily Sun
Cornell University Medical College
Cornell Veterinarian
Cornhill Publishing Company
Crane, T. F., Ithaca
Critchfield and Company
Croce, B., Napoli, Italy
Crouse, N. M., Ithaca
Curtis, A. M., Oneonta
Davenport, H. J., Ithaca
Dean, F. N., Ithaca
Deputation fiir Handel Schiffahrt u.
Gewerbe
Desert Book Company
Detroit Public Library
Dog Fancier
Donnelley Corporation
Dutton and Company
Eames, Mrs. A. J., Ithaca
Eastern Dealer in Implements and
Vehicles
Edgerton, C. E., Ithaca
Editorial Ibero-Africano-Americana
Electric Light and Power
Electric Traction
Elmhirst, Mrs. L. K., New York City
Elsinore Press
Farnsworth, E. C, Portland, Maine
Faust, A. B., Ithaca
Federation Council of the Churches of
Christ in America
Firenze. Biblioteca Nazionale
Foulke, W. D., Richmond, Ind.
Freeman, J. R., Providence, R. I.
Gage, S. H., Ithaca
Gas Age Record
Geographical Society of Philadelphia
Georgia Marble Company
Glasgow University Library
Goddard, D., Thetford, Vt.
Going, C. B., Boston, Mass.
Gould, A. G., Ithaca
Gould, Mrs. G. H., New York City
Graham, R. H., Penn Yan
Grosvenor Library
Guenther, P., New York City
Gurley, W. F. E., Chicago, 111.
Hammond, W. A., Ithaca
Hartwell, C. S., Spring Valley
Havana University ,
Henry E. Huntington Library
Hispanic Society of America
Hofmann, W. E., New York City
Holston, Mrs. L. P., Ithaca
Howell, J. W., Schenectady
Hoy, D. F., Ithaca
Hull, C. H., Ithaca
Illinois State Dept. of PublicWelfare
Imperial Academy of Japan
Indian Rights Association
Indiana State Health Board
Indicator
Institut fiir <Auswartige Politik
Institute of Physical and Chemical
Research
International Conciliation
International Correspondence Schools
Iowa Masonic Library
Iowa State Historical Society
Iron and Steel Engineer
Ithaca Journal News
Ithaca Rotary Club
Jaffray, Mrs. R., New York City
Jencks, M. H., New York City
Jersey Bulletin and Dairy World
Jewish Biographical Bureau, Inc.
Jewish Tribune
Johns Hopkins Press
Journal of Engineering Education
Journal of Physical Chemistry
Jutila, K. T., Ithaca
KappaAlpha Society
Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority
Kemmerer, E. W., Princeton, N. J.
Kiesel, K., Berlin, Germany
Kimball, D. S., Ithaca
Kingsley, C. R., Bath
Krafft, C. F., Washington, D. C.
Kyoto Imperial University
Landmark
Landsbokasafnid
League for Industrial Democracy
Lewlsohn, A., New York City
Liberty Press
Lick Observatory
Lingle, T. W., Davidson College, N. C.
Linweave Association
Long Sang Ti, New York City
Longmans, Green and Company
Louvain University
Lowe, L. W., New York City
Lyman, H., Brookline, Mass.
Mclntyre, L. J., Brooklyn
McNairy, A. B., Cleveland, Ohio
McReavy, L. E., Ithaca
Madras PresidencyFisheries Depart
ment
Marcelle, A., Venice, Italy
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Mason, J. F., Ithaca
Mason, Mrs. L. N., Allendale, N. J.
Medical Times
Meeker, E., New York City
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Michigan Health Board
Michigan Historical Commission
Michigan University Library
Milbank Memorial Fund
Milton Academy
Mining Congress Journal
Minnesota State Horticultural Society
Missionary Herald
Modern Foreign Language Study
Monaghan, F. C, Ithaca
Morse, F. I., W. Roxbury, Mass.
Museu Paulista
Museum of the American Indian
National Association of Steel Furniture
Manufacturers
National Bank of Commerce
National Education Association
National Humane Review
National Nurseryman
National Republic
National Research Council
Needham, J. G., Ithaca
New Armenia
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment
Station
New Jersey Historical Society
New Philosophy
New York Central Railroad Company
New York City Meteorological Ob
servatory
NewYork State Chamber of Commerce
New York State College of Agriculture
New York State College of Forestry
New York State Education
New York State Farms and Markets
Department
New York State Health Department
NewYork State Industrial Commission
New York State Library
New York State Zoological Society
New Zealand Patent Office
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry
Dock Company
Niagara Falls Power Company
Nicholson, J. H., Richmond, Ind.
Nolan, J. B., Reading, Pa.
Northwestern University Library
Nuffort, W., New York City
Nuttall, G. H. F., Cambridge, England
Ohio Board of Health
Ohio Well Supply Company
Our Dumb Animals
Palmer, E. L., Ithaca
Patten, H. J., Chicago, 111.
Peking Union Medical College
Pennsylvania Dept. of Labor and In
dustry
Pennsylvania Prison Society
Pennsylvania University. Graduate
School
Pennsylvania University Library
Phi Beta Kappa Fraternity
Phi Delta Theta
Philippine Agricultural Review
Philippine Islands Health Service
Pi Beta Phi Fraternity
Plummer, E. C/, Washington, D. C.
Power Plant Engineering
Prescott, F. C, Ithaca
Princeton University Press
Public Service Magazine
Remey, CM., Washington, D. C.
Revista Parliamentaria de Cuba
Rhode Island School of Design
Richards and Geier
Rio de Janeiro -Museu Nacional
Robins Press
Rochester Historical Society
Rochester University
Rolland, J., Paris, France
Royal Baking Powder Company
Royal Bank of Canada
Royal Society of Canada
St. Kosier, L. Zagreb., Yougoslavie
Sanidad y Beneficencia
Santiago. Biblioteca Nacional
Schoch, A. D., Chicago, 111.
School
Schurman, J. G., Berlin, Germany
Seaman, L. L., New York City
Secretaria de Hacienda
Sharp, L. W., Ithaca
Sharp, P. F., Ithaca
Shastid, T. H., Superior, Wis.
Shaw Company
Shealy, J. W., Columbia, S. C.
Sheet Steel Trade Extension Com
mittee
Shoe-Workers' Journal
Sibley Journal of Engineering
Silk Dyers' Association of America
Silveira, F. X. da, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil
Smiley, D. F., Ithaca
Smith, A. W., Ithaca
Snap Shots
Sobol, T., New York City
Social Science Research Council
Socialist Party
Society for Religious Education
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South African Railways and Harbours
Soviet Union Review
Stalker, G. H., Washington, D. C.
Starry Cross
State Charities Aid Association News
Stopes, M. C, Sussex, England
Swiss Monthly
Szasz, Z. de, Boston, Mass.
Tannenbaum, S. A., New York City
Telsey, L. G., New York City
Texas University Board of Regents
Theosophical Quarterly
Tioga County Farm Bureau News
Titchener, Mrs. E. B., Ithaca
Transvaal Museum
Union of South Africa
U. S. Bureau of Railway Economics
Library
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture-
U. S. Dept. of State Library
U. S. Golf Association
U. S. Public Health Service
Unity
University of Pennsylvania Press
University Travel Association
Vaganay, H., Lyon, France
Vassar College Library
Vaygouny, M., Berkeley, Cal.
Vedanta Monthly
Vial, E. E., Ithaca
Walker, R. S., Chattanooga, Tenn.
Weltwirtschafts-Institut der Handels-
Hochschule
Western Australia. Education Depart
ment
Western Australia. Registrar General
Westinghouse, H. H., New York City
White, A. C, Ithaca
Widow
Willcox, W. F., Ithaca
William, L. Clements Library
Willmann, J., Derby, Conn.
Wilson, T. E., New York City
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters
Wisconsin University Library
Wood Preserving News
Woodruff, E. H., Ithaca
Wright, A. H., Ithaca
Yale University Library

